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ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-OI NEA-IO ISO-00 CAB-05 CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 
DOTE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 FAA-00 L-03 PA-02 PRS-01 /037 W 

03I4I6 128918/43 

R03I533ZMAR77 
FM AMCONSUL BOMBAY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 71 17 
INFO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 

UNCLAS BOMBAY 0513 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN 

SUBJ: CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATE ROUTE FROM BOMBAY 

1 . TWA INFORMS CONGEN THAT IT IS NOW POSSIBLE TO MAKE A 
DIRECT CONNECTION TO THE U.S.A. ON ONE OF THEIR FLIGHTS 
OUT OF BAHRAIN WITHOUT THE ONE DAY LAY-OVER THAT IS 
ALWAYS NECESSARY WHEN WE HAVE TO TRAVEL PANAM VIA NEW 
DELHI OR TEHRAN OUR ONLY AUTHORIZED TRANSFER POINTS. TWA 
CITES THE EXAMPLE OF THEIR THURSDAY FLIGHT WHEN ONE CAN 
LEAVE BOMBAY VIA GULF AIR 0600 (ALL TIMES LOCAL), CONNECT 
WITH TWA 831 IN BAHRAIN THE SAME MORNING LEAVING THAT 
CITY AT 1015 HOURS AND ARRIVE NEW YORK AT 1820 THAT SAME 
EVENING. 

2. AUTHORIZING BAHRAIN AS AN INTERMEDIATE STOP WOULD 
DIVERT MORE TRAFFIC TO AN AMERICAN AIRLINE AS COMPARED 
WITH OUR PRESENT AUTHORIZED STOPOVER IN TEHRAN AS THE 
DISTANCE AND COST ON FOREIGN CARRIERS ARE LESS BOMBTKY- 
BAHRAIN THAN BOMBAY-TEHRAN. BESIDES GIVING A GREAT 
ADVANTAGE TO ZRAVELLERS WITH FAMILIES WHO WISH TO AVOID 
THE DIFFICULT AND EXPENSIVE INCONVENIENCE OF OVERNIGHTING 
IN NEW DELHI AND TEHRAN, THIS ALTERNATIVE WOULD INTRODUCE 
A BIT OF COMPETITION FOR PANAM AND MIGHT POSSIBLY CHANGE 
THAT AIRLINE'S NORMAL SOMNOLENCE INTO MERE INDOLENCE, 
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AT LEAST AS FAR AS USG BOMBAY-ORIGIN TRAFFIC IS CONCERNED. 

COURTNEY 
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